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BOARD MEETING:      
Wednesday, June 2nd, 

3:00pm,  Chamber office 
 

GENERAL MEETING   

BREAKFAST  
THURSDAY, June 10,  

7:30am-9:00am at the   
Stanwood Camano School 

District Administration Bldg.  
Guest Speaker is Senator 

Mary Margaret Haugen.   
Cost of catered breakfast by 

Scandia Coffee House is 
$11.   RSVP BY JUNE 7th 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

President’s Message 1 

Announcements 2 

Membership Update 3 

Community Calendar 3 

2010 Board Members  4 

  

HIGHLIGHTS 

8725 271st St NW 

P.O. Box 641 

Stanwood, WA  98292 

360-629-0562 

 

info@stanwoodchamber.org 

www.stanwoodchamber.org 

 

JUNE 2010  

 
 

*Please note:  Our special 
monthly newsletter will feature 
news that pertains to you and 
your business. Our weekly e-

news will feature details on spe-
cific member events and you can 

also find them on our website, 
www.stanwoodchamber.org 
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VISITOR INFORMATION  
CENTER HOURS 
Monday-Friday 

10am-3pm 
 

OOPS! AVOIDING THE TOP FIVE          
FINANCIAL MISTAKES SMALL           
BUSINESSES MAKE 
 
In his USA Today column, Steve Strauss, a 
lawyer, author and speaker who specializes 
in small business and entrepreneurship, 
shared his thoughts on the five most common 
financial mistakes that businesses make.  
Here is his list in short form: 
 
 #5: Not using your time wisely. Consider that 
80% of your best results will come from 20% 
of your interactions. Business owners 
(management) should choose which activities 
will yield the best results and delegate the 
rest. 
 
#4: Not keeping overhead low. Many times 
businesses will ñcelebrateò success with more 
overhead. The three sure ways to generate 
more profits are to sell more, raise prices and 
reduce overhead. 
 
#3: Not nurturing your best customers. In 
other words, you have to dance with the ones 
who believed in you and were integral in your 
success. Make sure that your base custom-
ers are satisfied before branching out to new 
ones. 
 
#2: Not charging enough. Know what your 
product or service is worth in todayôs market, 
and charge that. Itôs fine to give discounts 
here and there, but keep in mind that continu-
ously discounted pricing can translate into a 
perception of discounted value. 
  
 
 

And finallyé#1:  
Not budgeting enough for marketing and 
advertising. This is how customers hear 
about your business, so you have to spend 
money on it. The Small Business Associa-
tion estimates that 5% of gross sales is a 
good estimation for your marketing and ad-
vertising budget. 
To read the full column, go to: 
http://www.usatoday.com/ 

 
 
Congratulations to the winners of the 
Man/Woman/Business Person of the Year 
awards. Dr. James Grierson, Karla Jacks, 
and Leslie Tripp all embody the qualities that 
leaders are made of. Each of them set an 
example for our community on what a volun-
teer can do. Our community volunteers 
make a difference, and we should thank 
each of our winners and nominees as we 
come across them at the many community 
events they participate in! 
 
Speaking of volunteers, we can use some 
for the 6th Annual Stanwood Chamber Golf 
Classic @ Kayak Point Golf Course on 
7/30/10. This event is sponsored by Sterling 
Savings Bank & Golf Savings Bank. Now 
that the shameless plugs are over,  I hope 
you can either play, sponsor, or volunteer. 
Remember, it keeps the light on!!! 
 

Mike Gibson 
Manager, Sterling Savings Bank 

2010 Stanwood Chamber President 

http://www.usatoday.com/
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WELCOME BAGS 

Every newcomer to Stanwood who visits the 
Chamber Visitor Information Center        
receives a complimentary welcome bag.  
Itôs a great way to introduce your business!  
Promotional items  (pens, gadgets, etc)  
and coupons are strongly encouraged.   
The  following members have items going  
in our current welcome bags.  If youôve  
donated in the past, but donôt see your 
name listed, it means we are out of your 
itemsðif you have more to give, weôd be 
happy to come by and pick them up!      
Give us a call!  *PLEASE CHECK THE 
LIST -MANY ITEMS HAVE RUN OUT 

¶ANGEL OF THE WINDS CASINO 

¶ARMONIA MASSAGE  

¶BALCOS INSURANCE 

¶CAMA BEACH STATE PARK 

¶HOMETOWN VALUES     
COUPON MAGAZINE 

¶NORTH CASCADE EYE ASSOCIATES 

¶PRATT PEST MGMT NW 

¶STANWOOD DENTAL CARE 

¶THOMAS & ASSOCIATES      
INSURANCE BROKER INC 

¶WESTSIDE PIZZA 

 

 

L&I OFFERS FREE WORKSHOPS 
FOR NEW BUSINESSES 
Labor & Industries has scheduled free  
workshops around the state in June, July 
and September for new businesses and 
those planning to hire for the first time. 
The workshops give an overview of busi-
ness services offered by L&I and cover 
workplace safety and health requirements, 
claims management strategies, risk man-
agement and workers' comp quarterly    
reporting requirements. 
Workshop dates and locations include: 
**Everett, June 10, 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., 
729 100th Street S.E. 
**Bellingham, July 22, 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., 
1720 Ellis Street, Suite 200 
**Mount Vernon, Sept. 9, 9 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m., 525 E. College Way, Suite H. 
To register, visit 
www.Workshops.Lni.wa.gov or contact Ron 
Langley, L&I Small Business Liaison, at 1-
800-987-0145 or by e-mail at SmallBusi-
ness@Lni.wa.gov. 

 2nd QUARTER  
EDUCATION SEMINAR 

Stanwood Chamber of Commerce  
Business Education Seminar 
Presented by Terry W. Greer, Inc., P.S. 
TUESDAY, June 29, 2010 
Stanwood Camano School District Admin 
Bldg, 26920 Pioneer Hwy, Stanwood 
8:30am Light Breakfast 
9am-11am Seminar 
Hereôs what will be covered: 
· Terry Greer will talk about Estate Tax 
(both federal & state.) 
·  Carol White will talk about Hiring       
Incentives to Restore Employment Act. 
·  Rick Renouard will talk about the Health 
Care and Education Reconciliation Act. 
·  And, there should be time for questions! 
This seminar is FREE for Chamber 
Members. (Non-Members, $25.)   
Take advantage of this opportunity! 
Please reserve your spot no later than 
June 26th - we need a minimum of 10   
attendees 
 

BUSINESS FAIR SET FOR  
SEPTEMBER 25 
The 14th Washington Small Business Fair 

will be held on September 25 at Renton 

Technical College.  The free event is a 

great place to find help if you're starting a 

business, trying to grow one or keep from 

going out of business. The event features 

several helpful seminars and exhibits by 

up to 30 federal, state and local govern-

ment agencies and trade associations. For 

an idea of topics covered at the 2009 fair, 

visit www.bizfair.org. The site includes a 

map with directions to the campus and the 

buildings that will house exhibits and semi-

nars. 

Thank you to Dan Koffman, Koffman   

TopSpin Marketing, for giving us a new 

ñspinò on our logo (see above)

www.koffmantopspin.com 

6th ANNUAL GOLF CLASSIC 
SPONSORED BY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have exciting news to share about our 
6th Annual Golf Classic which will be held 
on Friday, July 30, 8am at Kayak Point 
Golf Course.  Not only is Angel of the 
Winds Casino a Key Sponsor and Golf 
Cart Sponsor, they are now sponsoring the 
$10,000 Hole in One Contest!  Plus they 
are providing additional prizes for a Hole in 
One on the remaining Par 3's including:  
Choice of Premium Golf Equipment, 
Choice from Premium Electronics Pack-
age, and Airline tickets for two.  This is in 
addition to all the other great prizes we 
offer! 
If you are considering participating in this 
year's Classic, spaces are limited so 
please contact the Chamber office to   
reserve your spot now.  Sponsorship   

opportunities include: 

KEY SPONSOR:  $500 

HOLE SPONSOR:  $100 

WARM UP SPONSOR:  $250 

BEVERAGE CART SPONSOR:  $300 

LUNCH SPONSOR:  $300 

Registration Forms are available online, 

www.stanwoodchamber.org 

Don't miss out on the fun - Friday, July 
30th, 8am Shotgun start at Kayak Point 

Golf Course! 

*Also, a Special thank you to Keith Yarter 
for his artistic work on our new Hole Signs.  

They look great! 

 

2010 SCHOLARSHIP 
We are pleased to announce that we were 
able to award TWO scholarship awards 
this year!  The committee had a difficult 
time narrowing their choices down, but 
with the funds raised from our Bowling 
Event, we were able to choose 2 very 
deserving recipients.  SCAF Awards Night 

is June 1st at SHS. 
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1  Stanwood Camano Area Foundation's 
Scholarship Night, Stanwood High 
School Performing Arts Center, www.s-
caf.org  
  
4  Stanwood Camano Arts Guild Patron's 
Party, 6-9pm, Floyd Norgaard, 
Admission will be charged and wine sold 
by the glass. www.stanwoodarts.com 
  
4-6  Warm Beach Camp Dad & Son 
Weekend, www.warmbeach.com  
  
5  The Skagit Hospice Foundation 
presents "Sentimental Journey - A Big 
Band & WWII Aviation Celebration"   
5:30-10pm, 360-814-5702   
  
5 & 6  Stanwood Camano Arts Guild 
Spring Art Show, 10am-5pm, Floyd 
Norgaard, Free admission and parking.  
www.stanwoodarts.com  
  
5  Salmon Barbecue, Camano Senior & 
Community Center, 360-387-0222, 
www.camanocenter.org  
  
11-13  Warm Beach Camp Dad & 
Daughter Weekend 
  
12 Camocean- World Oceans Day 
Festival,  Educational, fun filled and 
FREE!  9am ï 5pm at Cama Beach Park.  
Camocean_Info@verizon.net 
  
19 Soap Box Derby, Stanwood 
Community & Senior Center on 276th, 
www.stancamsbd.org            
  
19 Soap Box Derby Pancake Breakfast, 
8am-10am, Stanwood Community & 
Senior Center, 360-629-7403, 
www.stanwoodseniorcenter.org  
  
25  Wedding Show, 1:30pm, Dresses 
from 1909-2008 will be modeled and 
displayed in Warm Beach Senior 
Community's Beachwood Lounge.   
360-652-2645 
  
27 Twin City Idlers 8th Annual Car Show 
Sunday, June 27th 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Located downtown Stanwood, 
www.twincityidlers.org   
  
27 - August 21 (weekly sessions)  Warm 
Beach Camp Horsemanship Camp 
  
28 - August 26 (weekly sessions)  Warm 
Beach Camp Special Friends Day Camp 

   

  

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

BLACKBIRD BAKERY CAFE 
Ed Beeson 
10007 270th St NW 
Stanwood, WA  98292 
360-939-2253 
ed@blackbirdbakerycafe.com 
www.blackbirdbakerycafe.com 
 
JASMIN THAI CUISINE & SUSHI 
Chantel Martin/Tori Dawson 
8715 271st St NW  
P.O. Box 1679 
Stanwood, WA  98292 
360-629-2044 
jasminthaicuisine@gmail.com 
www.stanwoodjasmin.com 
 
 

 
 
LAW OFFICE OF DALE WAGNER 
Jessica Wagner Lopez 
9727 271st St NW 
P.O. Box 698 
Stanwood, WA  98292 
360-629-5276 
Jessica@dalewagnerlaw.com 
www.dalewagnerlaw.com 
 
PNC MORTGAGE 
Deborah Mercado 
11314 4th Ave Ste 209 
Everett, WA  98204 
425-355-1100 
Deborah.mercado@pncmortgage.com 
www.pncmortgage.com/deborahmercado 

 

THANK YOU RECENT RENEWALS 

Tazer Valley Farm 

Jessica Bucklin (Bucklin Interiors) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations 2009 Business Person of the Year Nominees 

L to R:  Winner Leslie Tripp, State Farm Insurance 

Myra Reinhardt, Coastal Community Bank 

Keith Yarter, Retired from Warm Beach Camp 

Scott Thomas & Jim Jonson, Thomas & Associates Insurance 

Doris Platis, Seagrass Art Gallery 

Mark Ellinger, Glass Quest Studio 

Thank you all for making our community a better place to live, work and play! 

Photo by Adam Stewart, Stanwood/Camano NEWS 



Personal Safety Tips from The Stanwood Police Department Part 2 
The odds of you being victimized by crime while in a public place is low. However, your personal safety is at risk anytime 
you go out. For this reason, you must protect yourself. Remember, criminals often plan crimes and look for the right oppor-
tunity with the easiest victim. Your best defense is to plan ahead. Being safer doesnôt require you to change your lifestyle, 
personality, wardrobe or to stop going out. The Stanwood Police Department provides the following crime prevention 
measures to increase your personal safety and security: 

Returning To Your Car  
Â Have your keys ready before getting to your car. 

Â Be aware of occupied cars around you. 

Â If you carry packages, keep one hand free. 

Â Check inside and around your car before unlocking the door. 

 

Automated Teller Machines (ATMs) 
Â Memorize your personal identification number. 

Â Have everything ready before arriving. 

Â Be aware of people loitering and sitting in parked cars who may be watching customers transact business. 

Â Never use an ATM after dark. 

 

Public Transportation 
Â Locate well-lit and frequently used bus stops. 

Â Check schedules in advance. 

Â Do not wait alone. 

Â Sit near the driver on busses. 

Â Immediately report incidents of verbal or physical harassment to the driver. 

 

 

Weôll have more personal safety tips in next months newsletter! 

Weõre on the web 
www.stanwoodchamber.org 

 

 Mike Gibson, President  Sterling Savings Bank  360-629-6515 

 Cathy Longmeier, Vice President Northwest Plus Credit Union  360-629-6968 

 Rick Renouard, Treasurer  Terry Greer CPAs   360-629-9420 

 Jen Hudson, Secretary  Windermere   206-293-1005 

 David Pelletier   Pelletier + Schaar   360-629-5375 

 Bill Keller    Retired    wbkeller@hotmail.com 

 Leslie Tripp   State Farm Insurance  360-629-4304 

 Melanie Ford-Bissey  Cama Beach-WA State Parks  360-387-7542 

 Jeff Lind    Whidbey Island Bank  360-629-9803 

 

HIGHLIGHTS is published every month as a service to members of the Stanwood Chamber of Commerce. 

 For more information about the Chamber or doing business in the Stanwood area, call us at 360-629-0562. 

ST A N W O O D CH A M B E R O F CO M M E R C E   

2 0 1 0  BO A R D O F D I R E C T O R S 

 

    Our Business is Helping Your Business Succeed 


